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No two things can be more distinct than conversion and the 
_ perfection of our character; to be convinced of this a man 
fas only to look at the Christian profession as it spreads itself _ 
abroad throughout the different estates of society, in which  . 
he will see abundance of both men and women who have 
been the subjects of conversion, but who have never once —_— 
perceived its subordination tothe formation of character or —_.. 
perfection of their own nature before God. The ancients 
- had this proverb among them, That a man might voyage 
across the ocean and change his home without changing his 
character. This. is equally true of mahy who profess to be 
tlre subjects of conversion; they change their. state, butthey _ 
do not change their character: they believe in Christ and are 
_ baptized: they pass from the world tothe church: they reform, =. 
~ and are forgiven: they cease and profess discipleship,, 
but here they stop; and their profession becomes negative,’ . 
that is they fail of all positive service; they aspire to no new | 
_ knowledge; they do not read the Holy Scriptures; they are © 
emulousof no new virtue of truth, peaceorrighteousness; they — 
discover no new devotion; they offer no new sacrifice of | 
» closet prayer or praise; they have no fulness of mental devo- | 
“tion; their mind is unsavory; they have nosali in themselves; se: 
they are stunted and unfruitful. = 
But indeed conversion and perfection differ so essentially 
- that the former signifies what the truth of God does with us, | 
while the latter describes what we ourselves do withthe truth. — 
Conversion signifies the turning of the man to God by the 
truth of the gospel. Perfection imports thatthe man has turn- 
ed the truth of the gospel to the perfection of his own nature. | 
and the formation of his character, The first describes what ~~ 
God has done for us, the last signifies what. we, by aidof 
God’s commandments, must do for ourselves. This,says Paul, 
_ we desire, even your perfection. In this affair, so extremely | = 
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impertant to ourselves, we ought to be exceedingly careful _ 
* ~~ not to confound ourOwn duties with the doings of God, and 
- s0 mistake the one for the other. Perfection is as indispensa- — 
' ble in order to enter the church in heaven as conversion ‘is, in 
_ order to.enter the church on earth. An another scripture the 
apostle says—Letus go on unto perfection. He would have — 
us to proceed onward and not lay again the foundation for a | 
» second conversiontoGod. The grand elements in conversion. 
are principle and privilege; the master elements in perfection 
are duty and-knowledge.. Perfection consists of an enlighten- 
ed obedience to.the whole will of God.. Conversion is the 
turning of the man to God according to his will as revealed 
particularly in the gospel. Conversion ends in our death and 
burial to sin. Perfection begins in our resurrection to a new 
. Jife and torighteousness. Inthe one we become déad to sin, © 
the other we become alive to holiness. The. first therefore 
consists in ceasing to do evil, and the last in learning to do 


well; they are of course as distinct'as life and death. 
= - "We ought, then, most carefully to approve this distinction, 
and never confound things so very different, tor if we-do, and 
mistake conversion to God for perfection of charaeter, the 
- consequence will be most fatal to our own souls. It is no 
unusual thing to talk exultingly of being baptized, and of 
_ having our membership in such and sucha church; but alas! ae 
- for the man-whose hopes of eternal life are built on so partial 
a basis! If he thinks these acciaents will avail him aught in 
God’s great day unaccompanied by positive benevolence and — 
obedience to the will of the Almighty, he is miserably mis- 
taken. For the chureh and the order of the church, like 
the Sabbath and the business of the Sabbath, are made for ~~ 
the man, that. is for hisimptovement, and nothe forthem. [f 
then his baptism and his membership, with his conversion by # $= ° 
- which he secured both, have failed.to prompt him forward to if 
perfection, he is essentially in error, and must correct his _ 
plan. But I wanted in this paper merely to take the distinc- 
tion which obtains between Conversion and Perfection. 


PERFECTION. . 
- Tf perfection of character is not conversion, neither is it 
what we understand by reputation. Character describes an 
individual as he is in the presence of God; reputation de- 
scribes him as he appears to man; and it is character and not 
reputation merely that the scriptures every where inculcate. |. 
Character differs so perfectly from reputation that an indivi- = — 
dual may possess.much of the ene without partaking largely 
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of the other: Henee it becomes bmparsaps that we discrimi- 
e 


nate; for-if we do not, we may take the one for the other, 
and so become guilty of a fatal error.. Many do commit this 
blunder, and think that because they can make themselves 
agreeable to men.they-are at the same time well-pleasing God; _ 
but itis as the scriptures. inform us, ‘that which is well- — 
pleasing to men, is an abomination in thesight of God.”* If 
our standing with men was charactey and not reputation 
merely, thousands would partake of eternal life who, because — 
this is not fact, shall never see life.- And if reputation were — 
character, then some of thé grandest spirits that ever God — 
‘created, would have none of it, because they have lived and — 
died abhorred by men. As Paul were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were temp:cd, were slain with the 
sword: they. wandered about in sheep skins and goat skins 
being destitute, tormented, afflicted, (of whom the world was 
not worthy) they wandered in deseris, and in mountains, and 
_in-dens and eaves of the earth.” Let us beware then of con- 
founding the bubble reputation with character. But an itch 
for earthly reputation isa vain and delusive thing; and yet — 
could we secure the possession of it in the most satiating de- _ 
_ gree, it would avail us but little. © Reputation dies with a map; © 
~ tis temporal in its duration; but character is an eternal thing, 
~ and will follow or accompany us to heaven, there to flourish 
$n -the presence of God and the holy angels forever. - 
Pharisees were a set of retigionists who confounded 
_ character with reputation, and prefering the latter to the for- 
* . .mer did all their alms and other duties that they might be 
seen of men; they made long prayers, but this itself was not 
_ their sinj-their making long prayers for a pretence was their 
- ¢rime; this they did to cover extortion and abominable cove- 
.. ..tousness; for while they prayed they devoured the livings of - 
. widows. And while they tythed mint and anise they both | 
- Jed the people into guilty errors respecting the law, and did 
themselves forget to practise justice, mercy, and the love of 
God. Iknow you, said our Lord to them, on one occasion, 
_»»  ~ $f know you that you have not the love of God in you.” - 
-.. They sacrificed their character before God at the shrine of an _ 
- empty and earthly reputation, and thus, as Christ told them, 
_ while they werehighly esteemed by men they were anabomina- 
tion in the sight of God. The'following shows us the vanity of 
mere human reputation. ‘‘Woe unto and - Phari- 
sees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 
against mén: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer 
8. them that are entering to goin: Woe unto you Scribes. and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows’ houses, and for 
a ptetence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the 


> 
> 


greater dammation. Woe unto you Scribes and’ Pharisees, hypo- | 


@pites! for ye compass sea and land to make’one’proselyte, and 
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hellthan yourselves. Ye-blind guides, who strain at a gnat 
and swallow a camel! Woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites $ for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of — 
the platter but within they are full of extortion and excess. 
. .You are like whited sepulchres: Ye also outwatdly appear 
' - vighteous unto men but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 
The Prophets, the Apostles, and our Lord Jesus Christ were 
of those who, without regard to reputation with men, gave _ 
_ their whole attention to the perfection of their character be- — 
_ tore God. I seek not honor from men, said our Lord Jesus. | 
And Paul said, “If I yet courted the favor of men, I should 
not be the servant of Christ.’? But though poor in the estima- 
tion of men, they were rich in the presence of God. Those 
who are honored. of men, and whoseek not the honor that 
cometh of God alone, are greatly to be pitied; their fortune is 
any thing but an enviable one; for while abundance of worldly | 
reputation is wrung out to them from a full eup; the poverty 
-of their standing before God is excessive and deplorable; they 
think themselves rich and know not they are poor, and . 
. wretched, and miserable, and blind, and naked» = = * 
(It may, however, be thought best to unite reputation among 
men with character before God. Well, be it so. - If this can 
: be done, let it’ be done; but let our reputation with them be 
for piety towards God and love to our neighbor; let us by our 
good deeds which they shall see, lead them to glorify our 
_ Father who is in heaven. A good name is a good thing, if it 
is obtained by ‘good works—if it is not sullied and corrupted — 
by hypocrisy; but-cruelty and oppression, and the love of the 
world, and the lust of pleasure, and the pride of life, stain all 
divine things, that. is they’ stain all pretension to a divine | 
nature or a heavenly character in every person in whom they | 


_ REDEMPTION, CONVERSION, AND PERFECTION. 
All things in christianity have been confounded; conver- | 
_ sion has been mistaken for perfection, and both of them have — 
as doctrines been confounded with redemption; the language © 
used in the scriptures of the one has been applied by errorists 
indiscriminately to them all, till it has become an indescribably 
difficult task to understand any of them. Some imagine that 
after all that has been written, printed and published in. this 
_° reformation on the. primitive Institute, very little more can be 
said of it; they suppose that we are in possession of al! that — 
_ canbe known of the gospel and doctrine of Christ. On this 
_ Subject they are greatly mistaken; with me there remains no _ 


~ 


~~ ~doubt"that much réquires yet to be redeemed, that many 


wea 
q 
4 
hy 
oh, 
f 


THE TRUE GosPEL. = 


__ thoughts of the highest importance and many differences of 
an essential nature, are yet tobe taken and disclosed. It is — 
in religion as it is in science, there is no stopping place, the 

is forward and upward through alleternity.,; 
Redemption is not conversion; redemption is something 
‘done for us; conversion is something done with us; the lan- | 
guage of holy scripture therefore is spoken with high regard 
to this difference. Redemption:isa word which describes the 
- work of Christ done in our behalf; thus ‘thou hast redeemed 
us by thy blood,” again ‘“‘having obtained eternal redemption 
for us.” But if redemption is the work of Christ, Con-— 
version became. by his authority the work of the apostles. If 
by the ‘will of God it devolved upon Clirist to redeem the 
world, it devolved by the will of Christ upon the apostles to 
convertthe world, **Go convert the nations, baptizing them,” — 

. .&c. He that converteth a sinner from the error of his 

ways,” &c. ‘*Be converted.” Paul and Barnabas-declared to 
_the conference at Jerusalem ‘*the conversion of the Gentiles,”’ 
by their joint labors. It was the work of Christ then to redeem 

_ mankind, and the work of the apostles to turn men’s attention 

- to this redemption,and by it to convert or turn, for conver: 


means to turn, them to Ged and righteousness. 
_ Now, if the oracles=attribute the work of redemption ex- 
clusively to Christ, we may not expect them in any case to — 
speak as if men could redeem themselves or one another. - 
[hey accordingly never do this, but universally award the 
work of redemption to God and Christ. Again seeing Christ — 
charged the apostles with the work of conversion saying, ‘‘go 
convert the nations,’ we may not expect that he will again 
-. descend from heaven:to convert us himself; accordingly Paul 

who was chosemand commissioned to convert.the Gentiles, 
writes thus—‘Say not in thy heart who. shall’ ascend into 
_ heaven that is to bring Christ down. from above;: or who shall 
descend into the abyss that is to bring him up again from the 
dead.” But, what sayeth it ‘the word is nigh thee,’ &c., © 
_ that is the gospel which, says he, ‘‘we. preach.” It became 
“> the beviness of the apostle then te convert the nations -by the 
- But if redemption signifies something done for us. by Christ, 
and conversion. something done with. us by the apostles, 
Perfection imports something done by us ourselves. .We have 
to perfect ourselves. The end of redemption then is conver-— 
_ sion, and the end of eonversion is perfection. To the redeem- 
_ ed.the apostles say, ‘‘be you converted,’ and to the converted 
_ they say, ‘‘let us go on unto perfection.” .. Because the scrip- 
tures attribute the work of redemption: to.Christ exclusively, 
some folks say. thathe exclusively converts, and others imagine 
_ that because conversion is something.done with us that per- 
} fection is of a like nature, but they-are all different in their . 


» Mature, and purposes, and elements, 
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“= The elements of redemption are differeut from those of 
conversion, and as the elements of conversion are faith, - 
repentance, forgiveness, &c., so they are different from the 
elements of character and of the perfection of character. 
“Now, it ought to be caréfully remembered, that our final ac- 
ceptance with God at the judgment, will be on account, not of — 
conversion or redemption, but perfection of character. If we 


-were to be acquitted then for redemption,: then we could not 


be tried by. otr own works; but it is:said we shall all be tried’ 
according to the deeds done in the body. . And if we were to 
_ receive eternal life on’ account of conversion then all who 
‘ever were converted shonld on that plan be eternally saved; 
and any labor after the elevation of our own nature would be’ | 
unnecessary because we could receive eternal life: without it. 
_ But this is not the case, for the apostle calls upon all to labor 
to enter into the rest that remains for the people of God, and 
* Christ is said to have become the author of eternal life to all. . 
_.-those who obey him. ‘The perfection of our character then is a 
principal doetrine of the poere It differs from conversion, 
both of thém from redemption, W. Scorr. 


DEATH OF JEROME: <= 


LEETER FROM POGGIO OF FLORENCE TO LEONARD ‘ARETIN. 
‘‘In the midst of ashort éxcursion into the country, I wrote 


our common friend; from whom, I'doubt-not, you have had 


“Since tetarn to ‘Constance, my attention has been 
wholly engaged by Jerome, the Bohemian heretic, as hé is 


- called. The eloquence and learning, which this person has | 


employed in his own defence, are so extraordinary, that [ 
cannot forbear giving you ashort account of-him. = 
“To confess the truth, never knew. the of speaking 
carried s0 near the model of ancient eloquence. It was, 
indeed; amazing to hear with what force of expression, with 
what fluency of language. and with what exceilent reasoning, 
he answered his adversaries: nor was I less struck with the 
gracefulness of his manner, the dignity of his action, andthe 
-firmmess and constancy of his whole behaviour. Itgrieved 
~ me to think so gréat a man was laboring under so atrocious an — 
~ accusation. © Whether this accusation be a just one, God . 
knows; for myself, I inquire not into the-merits of it; resting” — 
give you a summary of histrialy 
‘cAfter many articles had been proved against him, leave 
was atlength given him to answer each in its order. But 
- Jerome long refused, strenuously contending thathe had many © 


satiefied with the decision of my superiors. But T will just 


to be heard in general, before he descended particulars.. 


things to say previously in his defence; and that he ought first — 
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When.this was overruled, ‘Here,’ said he, standing in the 
midst of the assembly, ‘here is justice—here is equity! Beset © 
by my enemies, I am alread heretic; Tam con- 
demned before [am examined: Were you God’somniscient, 
instead of an assembly of fallible men, you could not act with — 
more sufficiency. . Error is the lot of mortals; and you, exalted 
as you are, are subject to it. ‘But consider, that the higher 
you are exalted, of the more dangerous consequence are your 
errors. ~As for me, know ama wretch below your notice: 
-but at least consider, that an unjust action, in such an 
assembly, willbe of dangerous éxainpie.” 
~~ This, and much more, he spoke with’ great elegance. of 
 Janguage, in the midst of a very unruly and indecent assem- — 

_bly: and thus far, at least; he prevailed; the council ordered, ~~ 
that he should first answer objections, and promised that he. 

should then have liberty tospeak. Accordingly all the articles 
alleged against him were publicly read, and then proved; — 
-after-which he was asked, whether he had aught to object? 

It is incredible: with what acuteness he answered; and with . ae 

- what amazing dexterity he warded off every strokeof his = —_ 

adversaries. Nothing escaped him; his whole-behaviour was | 
 traly great and-pious.. If he were, indeed, the man his 

defence spoke him, he was so far from meriting death, that, 

in my judgment, he was not in any degree culpable. In a 

word, he endeavored to prove, that the greater partof the 
charges were purely the invention of his adversaries. Among — 

»¥ other things, being: accused of hating and defaming the holy 
see, the pope, the cardinals, the prelates, and the whole estate __ 
of the clergy, he stretched out his hands, and said, in a most — 

moving accent, ‘On which side, reverend fathers,-shall I turn 
me for.redresst’ whom shail I implore? whose assistance can 
expect? which of you hath not this malicious charge entirely ~ 
alienated from> me? which of you hath itnot changed froma 
judge into an inyeterate enemy? It was artfully alleged _ ot 
indeed! . Though other parts of their charge wereof less == = = = | 
moment, my accusers might well. imagine, that if this were a 
fastened on me, it could not failof drawing uponmethe united 
“Qn the third day of this memorable trial, what had passed | 
was recapitulated:—when Jerome, having obtained leave, 
though with some difficulty, to speak, began his oration with 
a prayer to God; whose assistance he pathetically implored. — 
He then observed; that many excellent men, in the annals 
of history;had been oppressed by false witnesses and con- 
- demned by unjust judges. Beginning with profane history, — 
he instancéd. the death of Socrates, the captivity of Plato, the 
banishment of Anaxagoras, and the unjustsufferingsof many — 
others: he then instanced the many worthies of the Old Testa- 


game circumsiances—Moses, Joshua; Daniel,and _ 
«almost all the prophets; and lastly, thoseof the New—John 
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* the Baptist, St. Stephen, and others; who were condemned as > 
seditious, profane, immoral men. An unjust judgment, he 
gaid, proceeding from a laic; was bad; from a priest; worse; 
still worse from a college of priests; and from a general council, 
~ guperlatively bad: ‘These things he spoke with such ‘force 
‘and emphasis as kept every one’s attention awake. 
_ .. On one point he dwelt largely. As the merits of the cause 
‘rested entirely upon the credit of witnesses, he took great 
pains to show, that very little was due to those produced 
against him. He had many objectionsto them, particularly 
.. their avowed hatred to him; the sources of which he so palpa- —-~=« 
laid open, that he made a strong impression upon. the 
. minds of his hearers, and nota little soaks the credit of the — 
witnesses. The: whole -council was moved, and’ greatly 
inclined to pity, if not to-favor him. . He added, that he came — 
-untompelled to-the council; and that neither his life nor doc- - 
_~  trige had been such, as gave him great reason te dread an 
appearance-before them. Difference of opinion, he said, in 
matters of faith, had everarisen among learned men,and was 
always. esteemed productive.of truth, rather thanof error, 
where bigotry was laid asides Such, he said, was the differ- 
ence between Austin and Jerome; and though their opinions 
Were not only different, but contradictory, yet the imputation. 
of herésy was never fixedon either... 
Every one expecied, that he would now either retract his 
_ - errors, or at least apologize for them; but nothing of the: kind 
- was heard from him: he declared plainly, thathe had nothing > 
. “te retract. -He launched out into a high encomium of Huss, 
 -ealling him a holy man, and lamenting his cruel and unjust- 


- death. He had armed himself, he said, with a full resolution _ = 
to follow the steps-of that blessed martyr, and tosuffer with 
constancy whatever the malice of his enemies could inflict. 
_ perjured witnesses,’ said he, ‘who have appeared against. 

_ me, have won their cause: but let them remember, they have - | 
their evidence once more to give, before a tribunal where false- 


It was impossible tohear this pathetic spe 

emotion. Every ear was captivated, and every hearttouched. ~ 

- But-wishes-in his favor were vain; he threw himself beyond d 
a possibility of mercy. Braving death, he even provoked the 

vengeance. which was hanging over him. ‘If that holy 

y 


aker without 


martyr,’ .said he, speaking of Huss, ‘used the clergy with 

disrespect, his censures were not levelled at them as priests, 

butas wicked men.; He saw with indignation thoserevenues, 

_ Which Had been designed for charitable ends, expended-upon — 

“Through this whole oration he showed a most amazing 
Strength of memory. .He. had: been confined: almost a year 
a dungeon: the severity of which usage he complained of, 
but in the language of a great and good man.. In this horrid 
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place. he was deprived. of books and papers Yet, notwith- : 
standing this, and the constant anxiety which must have 


hung over him,-he was at-no more loss fcr proper authorities 


and quotations, than if he had Spent the ingermindigne: time at 


leisure in his study, 
‘sHis voice was sweet, distinet, and full; his action every 


way. the most proper, either to express indignation, oF or to raise | 


pity; though he made no affected application to the passions 


of his. audience. Firm and intrepid, he stood before the - 


council, collected: in himself; and not only contemning, but 
is, seeming even. desirous of death. The greatest character in 
» ancient, story could not possibly go beyond him. If there is 
any justice in history, this man will be admired by all posterity. 
Ispeak not of his errors; let these rest with him. What I 


admired was his learning, his eloquence, and amazing acute- - 


ness. God-knows whether these things were not the grotec- 
work of hisruin. 


cardinal of Florence, endeavored to bring him to a better. 
mind. .But persisting obstinately apiwed errora;: he was con- 


‘“With a cheerful countenance, more. con- 
stancy, he met his fate; fearing neither death itself; nor the 
horrible form in which it appeared. "When he came to the 
place, he pulled off his. upper garment, and made a short 
* prayer atthe stake; to which he was soon after bound, With ~ 
- wet cords and an iron chain; and incloset, as nigh: as his breast _ 

in 
» “Observing the. executioner about to ‘eet ‘fre to the 
behind his back, he cried out, ‘Bring thy torch hither. Per- 
form thy office before my. face. fgared death, I might 
have avoided it.’ 
“As the wood began to blaze, he. sang a hymn, whieh the 
violenee of .the flame scarce interrupted. 
Thus died. this :prodigious man, The epithet is not 
extravagent.. I was myself an eyewitness of his whole beha- 
viour. Whatever his life may have been, his death without — 
doubt, is a noble lesson of philosophy... 
“But it is time to finish this long epistles You will say a 


have had some leisure upon my hands; and, to sav the truth, © 


I have. not much todo here. This will, I hope, convince, 
you, that greatness is.not wholly confined to antiquity. You . 
will think me, perhaps, tedious; but I could have been more © 
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Two days were alicwed him for reflection; during which 
time many persons of consequence, and particularly my lord 


demned aS aheretic. 


| prolix on a subject so copigta. deat Leonard.” 
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Seeing, ‘Friend to Order,” has struck upon the same train 


ie “of thought with myself, and that he isa young writer of 


the salvation of the parties, or to give our Lord’s own words, 
Thou hast gained thy brother.”? To recover the stumbled, 
_ injured, offended, or offending party, is the purpose to be 


_ some, but with Christ it is a great matter; and ine such an ~~ 
affair we must take heed how we despise the party:°Take 


astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine-and go into the 


_ that sheep than over the ninety and nine which went astray. 


“promise, piety, and modesty, I suspend all further thoughts @. 
_ on the. subject of Discipline, for the present, and subscribe 


« € 


. Having, we trust, fully proved that in matters of offence 
the head of the church holds both parties responsible for a 
“private interview; we now come, according to the plan pro- ~ | - 
_ posed in our first number, to the end for which this interview JF” 


iscommanded. We-affirm then, that the end of this and of 
the whole disciplinary course instituted bv the Redeemer, is 


accomplished in the case. This may appear a small matter to 


heed, says he, that you offend not one of these little ones; for | 
I say unto you that in heaven their angels do always behold - 


_ the face of my Father whois in heaven. For the Son of 


man is come to save that which was lost. What think you, 
if a man havea hundred sheep and one of them be gone 


mountains andseek that which has gone astray? and if so be >; 
that he finds it, verily [ say unto you he rejoiceth more-over 


Even so it is not the will of your Father, who is in heaven, | 
that one of these little ones should perish,” Matth. xviii. Salva- - - 


tion, then, and not exclusion, is the end of christian discipline; 
.. repentanee and confession, not rebuke and condemnation, are 


the purposes. which are’to be before our minds. This is most 


_ merciful, and worthy of the great head of the church... How 


~ dangerous had it been, had hein such a case favored revenge, 


or personal gratification! Nothing of such anature, however, 


_is allowed to mingle with this important business.’ Vengeance, 
_ spleen, reviling, recrimination, and abuse’ are not once men- 


tioned, and are not once to be named in‘so holy an affair as — 


 the-recovery of a brother.. The management of offence is a 


business of the most delicate nature; and it is as necessary as 


itis delicate. “It will notdo to neglect it, and from fear of 
_ failing to. negotiate it successfully, decliné having any thing 
to do with it.--This-plan of treating it is. perhaps the “most 


dangerous for the parties that either of them could select? It 
maybe hazardous to medicate a mortal disease, but this can 
scarcely be more fatal than to leave it without interruption to 
prey uponthe system. Besides the benevolence which would 
prefer ease to duty, and idleness to activity, in a case in which 
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the authority of Christ is concerned, as well asthe good of 
our brother, must be exceedingly defective. No praise, no 
commendation is due to the man who treats offence with care- 
-lessness; it is great not to be easily offended, but it is-little to 
neglect offence after it has. really taken place: Such beha- ~ 
-viour. Owes not its being to nobleness.of mind, but to the 
_ baser feeling of our nature, or tossme wrong or limited view _ 
of the nature of. offence and the ends.to be accomplished in 
_ But we-are apt to anticipate evil, and to say I never can 
reclaim him, I‘cannot possibly be successful in any attempt 
that I.might make to gain the brother. He is quite gone.— 
His affections are wholly alienated, and I despair-of a récon- 
But see now, brother, there is aright and a wrong way of . 
proceeding in all things. When ‘the duty of a private inter-_ 
view devolves upon you, keep the salvation of your brother— 
the opposite party—in your eye, don’t lose sight of this;.don’t — 
= expect much neither; be moderatein your demands; yield as 
z much as you can; and ask as little as: you can; and before you~ 
enter upon the adjustment of your difficulties let both commit 
the affair to the head of the church, who for our encourage- . 
ment in the affair has said, ‘‘I say unto you that if two of you — 
shall agree on earth, as touching any thing that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them by my Father who is in heaven; for 
where two or three are gathered together in my name there 
aml in the midst of them,” Maith. x, 19... The parties, then, 
we may have both God and Jesus Christ with them to bring about _ 
‘a settlement, if they desire it; and will any one despair of —- 
reconciliation where these august personages preside and ~— 
direct? Far be it. But here it is that most folks go astray; 
they fail to seek the presence of God and Christ. They do — 
not approach their business in the spirit of preter. nor by 
prayer; they callnot upon the nameof the-Lord. They enter 
upon His business with their own spirit, and on their own 
lan, and with their. own ends and purposes in view.— | 
tis said by. James, that the man who prays waveringly shal! 
not receive any thing of the Lord. What then is to be - 
expected of him who prays not at all? and whoyenters upon 
an affair that involves the present peace and eternal welfare 
of his brother without committing all things and all parties to 
the good keeping of his God? Nothing. Let us then, 
not forget the praying part of the Discipline when we attend 
to it. .James says.we have not because we ask not; and 
again, “If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
‘giveth to.all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it shall. 
be givenhim.”? Keepin mind then, brethren, the obedience, 
benevolence, and piety of the case, and resolve to settle all 
difficulties with your brethren after a religious manner, - Ful- 
_ fil. the royal law by loving your brother and by seeking his 
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good always; ‘take no improper liberty with his good name, 

_ his person, property or character, but honor his virtues and 
forgive his frailties. He is God’s son and the disciple of your | 

Master, and if’ he has erred, remember that to err is human 

P. -~—- amd to forgive is divine. But be not ignorant of this, that if 

ee  heis at fault you are responsible for his recovery, or at least for 

all the means prescribed by Christ for hisrecovery; andifthese 
means are used without effect; in: the manner by . 

the Scriptures, he is then responsible, and you have saved 

. your soul; but it is best whén a man can save both himself 
_ “ahd others, so that I repeat here what has already been said, 
_ that salvation ‘not condemnation, retaining not excluding are ™ 
the-ends to be kept in viewin discipline’ = SENEX. 


~ 


4. 
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NITY OF THE SPIRIT. 
CHe It isnot necessary to Christian union that en should agree 
matters of speculation or of opinion, as this is impractica- 
. ‘ble, so long as human nature is constituted as it is. Our ““Qge"” 
understandings and abilities differ, our. cireumstances and 
education are not equal; ourskill in examining whatever may 
submitted for our consideration vary, and consequently the 
| results of our enquiries must be dissimilar, but this dissimi- 
« . larity no more interferes or should interfere with our unity in — 
- the common faith, than the variety of features in the human 
face or form should destroy the identity of the species. We _ 
_ are all the children of a common stock, no matter what may 
~ be the difference in color, in form, or in feature among the 
- individuals that compose the family. This difference does 
- Not change us into beasts or birds; we are men at best, and at ©. fix _ 
ts ~The unity therefore of faith ought not to be broken up nor 
~ disturbed by difference of opinion, but should be secured 
Some of these differences arise from the improper use of 
-Janguage, a barbarous form.of speech, which could be easier 
. ‘settled by an appeal to the authority of Walker or Webster, 
3 than by any shes means. The difference exists only in word | 
_° Some from an improper method of interpretation from the 
use of laws inthe analysis of Ign uage not good, or just, and 
‘such as is not recognized in the i 


‘ee 


iterary world; thatadiffer- 

- ence must obtain undersuch circumstances might beexpected, __ 
as certainly asif the seller and the buyer should usedifferent _ . 
Weights and measures in relation to the goods bought and sold — 
between them, would differ in relation to their quantity. | 

Some from pride having inherited a system of opinions, 

- without examination; thus retain it without wavering; having — 

subscribed toa certain formulary, they adhere toitnotbecause $i. 
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ae they ‘are assured of its truth, but because their predecessors — 
“believed it to be trus, but fromrprejudice. 
| Most of the occasions of disunion ‘arise from certain philo- 
speculations, upon the decrees of God; foreordination, 
 ‘ffes will, the natural and moral ability or inability of men, 
other questions of the same school, which belong, just as 
much to nature a8 religidn, which are not peculiar tothe chris- 
tian, but, belong to all religions false and true;-and~ whieh, in 


were come to Capernaum, the Collectors cams 
“Peter, Does“your teacher pay the didrachma’? he 


~~ Jesus must haye. been .witness of the circumstance of the 
collectors haying asked the question of Peter, ‘‘Does not your 
master pay thedidrachmat’” Simon Peter coming into the 
efo spoke, Jesus said to him, Simon what is your — 


> 
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| 
| fact, are only a revival of the obsolete and antiquated dogmas : 
es concerning fate and necessity. Let men dispute about such a 
a recondite matters, as philosophers, not as christians; as they 
F belong not so much to religion as to philosophy. Let us be. con- 
a tent with.what Moses and the prophets have testified _con- | 
‘ cerning the .Messiah,and all.that the Apostles have made 
known for our-faith and obedience. They have given us’all 
things necessary for life and godliness, and as ehristianse we | 
| are complete in Him who is the Head of all principality and 
oauine power, without even.the knowledge, much less the-ability of i 
discussing those matters.which properly ‘belong to and should 
-be treated of wnder the caption of ta vainphilosophy.’ Men pur- | 
gue their ordinary course and live in all good kéeping with 
, each other in society at large, although they eannot agree in 
relation to those great points; whicl: indeed as: much affect 
the affairs of human government as of Divine. And as it is” 
impossible: that they ever can be 6éettled, or the argument 
=>) be brought to a close, for who‘can add any thing to what . 
| Hume, and Hobbes, Edwards, and Dwight have written upon . 
these subjects, would it not be better for the Christian world 
mn to agree to drop them now and forever, as the adverse parties | 
‘ can never be reconciled to each other,and there is no umpire : 
) to which they can finally,appeal for the adjustment of their : 
Lf philosephers, or learned doctors will discuss 
these questions, the peoplé should go about their business, | 
and attend to-their.daily avocations and let them alone. If 
| they choose \o, weigh and measure the amount of light that : 
falls upon the éye of the aminalcule, millions of which are 
found ia-adrop.of water, let them do so,and derive all the 
which the settlement of the question affords, but let the 
eople read the wordof the Lord with all. diligence, believe 
ain all the. heart, and practice what they know, and save 
themselves from this Wnteward generation. 


opinion concerning this matter? From whom do the kings of 


the earth exact tribute? But as Jesus in body was absent, in 
- whatsense can it be said that he was present, he was present 


in spirit,- In the same sense is Jesus present with his disci- 


ples, when met together in hisname. 


The didrachma was levied to defray, the expenses incurred. 


in keeping up the service of the Temple... And as the Temple 
belonged to God, and as Jesus was his proper son, and the 
disciples his. brethren, they were, in fact,exempted from the 


obligation.of paying the didrachma, being kings’ sons. Butto 
avoid giving offence he deemed it best to pay the tax both for 


himself and for Peter, to whom tlie Collector had. proposed the 
Peter was. directed by Jesus to cast a hook into the sea, and 
that he should cateh a fish in whose mouth there should 
be founda stater,a piece of money of the value 6f two 


There.-are several things remarkable about this transaction. 


And ist. The,extreme poverty of our Saviour and of Peter, © 
they had not each.adidrachma. 2d. The direction given, to 


fish in the sea, for a piece of money, the most unlikely place 


that it could be foundin. 3d. The prophetic spirit manifested 


by our Saviour in declaring that if. 1e would putin his line 


he should catch a fish—and amidst all the shoals that swarmed - 
in the sea he should catch one, the one which had apiece of 
-moneyin his mouth, and.a piece of money notof less value 


than the one they needed, nor of more value, but sufficient, 
and solely sufficient to pay the didrachma of each. And 4th. 
This event was also as miraculous as any of the wonders per- 


formed by our Saviour, We see then init the divine presence. 


of our Lord, and his miraculous power, and we learn from it, 
_ that we had better sometime lose what is our own, than to 
give offence; to suffer, than tolay under suspicion. J.C. 
~ Each one of the twelve disciples thought shat. they would 


be great, but on one occasion they debated the question “‘who 


should be greatest,” more distinguished honors they supposed 


would be conferred upon some than upon others, pride, preju- _ 
dice, and jealousy already had appeared among them, as 


evinced by the discussion of this"untaught question. How 


happy a thing would it have been for the cause of truth, had — 


_, the disciples from that time forward. foreborne the discussion 
- of speculative questions which engendered strife, rather than 


godly edification; there are questions which never ought to be ~ 


asked, and if asked should never be answered. $e 


Ambition and worldly mindedness are the two great obstacles 


now inthe way of men’s entrance into the kingdom of God. 


- Honor, the love of distinction, wealth, pleasure, these. are the 
mountains which the faith of many have to surmount to enter. 
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into the kingdom of heaven, ‘‘How can you believe, who 
feceive Honor one of another and not the honor that comes from 
God only. How hardly can a rich man enter into the king- — 
dom of heaven; ye loversof pleasure more than lovers of | 
God, how can you escape the condemnation that is threatened 
against you. You men of ambition, who seek for the applause 
of the multitude, how can you obtain the approbation of God. 
' You men who are striving to heap up treasures of gold but 
are not rich towards God, howl on account of the miseries 
@-* whieh are coming upon you.. The hire of the laborers who 
“have reaped your fields, which is fraudulently kept back by your 
cries; and the’ cries of the reapers have entered into the ears 
of the Lord of hosts. Alas! for you who live in the lap of indo- 
a ence, who passaway your days in idleness and vanity, who © 
bathein the waters of voluptuousness, the day is coming, it is. 
atthe door, when your state shall be sadly changed, when the 
glory of the world around you shall depart and the gay scenes | 
lial upon which your senses have fattened shall vanish forever; 
when your gold and your silver shall rust, and become a 
‘witness against you; and instead of all that pleased the eye 
and delighted the ear, and ravished the heart, shall come 
sights most ungainly and appalling, and sounds of weeping _ 
and wailing and ghashing of teeth; and spectres that shall _ 
chill the spirit, and quicken the conscience, and shall awaken | 
~ the remembrance of ali the past, of good, that you have aban- 
doned, and allof evil, that remains unpardoned. Unless you be 
converted and become as little children you cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. Ju 


. THE INSTITUTES OF RELIGION. 


‘Christianity is not a system of opinions forged out under 
the hammer of a vain philosophy, and uponthe anvilof human _ 
reason; designed for the gratification of the intellect rather 

_ than the improvement of the heart; for then it would have 
been given to man totry the strengthand acuteness of his 
‘reasoning powers, and would -have tended greatly to produce 
pride and self complacency instead of humility and self 

_ abasement. The very evils which christianity condemns and 

_ corrects would have been strengthened and nourished by a 
mere intellectual system, for knowledge puffeth up, love builds 
up. The controversial works of Toplady, and Wesley, of 
Luther, and Calvin, were more the offspring of pride than of 
love; a display of talent than a desire for truth; a war for | 
victory, than an attempt to elicit truth: and therefore in their 

several works the most uncouth and disgusting language,the 
most bitter and rancorous spirit are displayed: Each ¢om- 
batant treats his opponent as though he were an enemy, and 

_ believes that he is manifesting his zeal for the truth whilst he 
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calls down fire from heaven to consume him. But thanks to 
the Lord! the day of angry debate, and wordy strife has nearly 


passed away. The flaming spirits of the ‘last century have 
gone.to sleep without the hope of.a resuscitation, and a clearer 
sky, anda more.serene atmosphere. now surroundsus. 

‘But if. christianity is not a system of opinions, what is it? 
Itis a system of institutions, each of which is designed for 


the amprovementof our condition and character. I[t is the ~ 
dnstitutions of a country that make it what itis. And-it is 


inarvellous to behold the influence which they exert over the 
- people in the formation of their character. What was it that 
the age of Cromwell differ so widely from that of Queen 
Annet Theone grave, solemn, and pompous; the other gay, 
cheerful, and brilliant: they were the same people, occupying 
the same territory. breathing the. same atmosphere; the differ- 
ence was produced by the dissimilarity of their several insti- 
tutions, and by nothing else. As are the institutionsofa 
country so are the people; these constitute the mould into 
which they are cast, the fingers-by which they are moulded. 
Our religion isthenasystem of Divine Institutions, each and 
allof which are designed to accomplish some important end, 
to produce and elaborate g certain character,and when they 
are attended toin the orderin which they were given, and for 


the purpose for which they were adopted, they will not failin 
securing the object contemplated. But as the impression of a- 


die. will be imperfect unless it comes directly and truly in con- 


_tact-with the material that is to receive it, so will our character, 
which is but the impression of the truth upon. our moral 


nature; be defective unless the gospel with all its institutions 
come incontact with'us. Many persons may be sadly disap- 


“pointed in relation to their future enjoyment, for want of = 


attention tosome of the institutes of our religion, and as there 
are some. persons born blind or lame, and are destined to pass 
through life laboring under these sad disabilities, so there may 
be those who shall enter into life eternally destitute of some 
attributes of character, which alone could be obtained here by 


an observance of all God’s Institutions, and under which they 


may live eternally without having the defect. in their char- 
acter supplied. Who can tell, for instance, but that the 
immersion of a believer may be the meansof developing a 
new trait of character, of which all shall be destitute who 


have neglected it, and that the constant attendance on the 


‘Lord’s day, and the Lord’s supper may bring out new beau- 


ties, and excellanciesin the character, which willmot beseen 


in others, like the constant attrition, the continued runbing 
upon the purest marble brings out its variegated colors an 

displays all its excellencies.. We are often asked, why we 
attach so much attention to certain institutions of our religion? 
we reply, tbat we do so, because we desire to obtain a perfect 
sysmmetrical character, that we may appear in the presence of 
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the King deficient in nothing. “That as we are the children | 
of God. wedesire to become stones polished after the similitude 
of a palace. The beautiful in person, the tall and the graceful 


in form, the elegant and the accomplished in manners. The 


fit inhabitants of the city of God, andjthe proper visitants and 
the eternal citizens of the palace royal of the King Immortal. | 


-O that we maystudy to approve ourselves to God, to adorn his’ 


doctrine, to be filled with his spirit, to be covered over by the 
fruits of righteousness, and to possess that Divine nature 


which is the consummation of character to be obtained by the: — 


faithful adherence to all the Institutions of our Lord. And 


_may the God of all Grace make the reader perfect, and accom- 


plish in him his good pleasure, working in him that which is 
acceptable to him, and making him meet for the inheritance of. 


Bro. Scorr:—We have now most encouraging times in the 


city of Cincinnati. We have hada continuous meeting in 
our house for two weeks past, and the result is, that, upwards 


_ of 40 persons have made the good confession: on to-morrow | 
expect to immerse some twenty of these persons, with the 


prospect of many more. The brethren are greatly delighted 
and enter and continue in the work with great zeal.” The 
Lord, asof old, is adding ‘to us daily, the saved, and to his 


bethe praise! | 


“The Jewish people were often called ‘‘the kingdom of God,” _ 


beeause God wasin a peculiar sense their King. For certain 
purposes he selected them, distinguished them, and took them 
under his own immediate protection. He gave them iaws, 
ordihances, and custems, which -bad both a specific and 
general influence, and were preparatory toa new and better 
order of society.. The new order of society which arises out 


~of the belief of the gospel, is often called “the reign or. king- 


domof Heaven.” In this kingdom the subjects enjoy more. 
exalted blessings, and stand in new and heavenly relations 
unknown before the. coming of the Messiah. There is also 


«the **kingdom of heaven, or glory,’ so called. This 
e of the saints, and the. 
- mansions of glory. The gates of admission into these three — 
kingdoms are different—Fiesh, Faith, and Works, Tobe born 
+ of the-‘flesh, or to be a descendant of Abraham, introduced a 
child into the first kingdom of God. To be born of water and 
spirit, emrouigte fatth in Jesus Christ, brings men and women. 


is the residence of angels, the abo 
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into the second kingdom. But neither flesh, faith, nor. water, 


without good works, will. introduce a man or woman into the 


third kingdom. The natureof these three kingdoms, the 
privileges enjoyed by the subjects, and the terms of admission, 


are very imperfectly understood in the present day. These 


kingdoms are unhappily confounded in the mindsof many. 


“Hence we find that what is affirmed of the nature, subjects, 


and terms of admission of one, is frequently applied to another. 
This is one of the roots of popery, and all- the hierarchies in 
christendom have sprung from it. 2 


_ The nature of the kingdomof God amongst the Jews is 


very different from the nature of the kingdom of God amongst © 
the Christians, and both are different from the kingdom of glory.) 


The subjects are just us different.. Under the first they wer 
carnal; all the descendants of Jacob, without regard to regen- 
eration, were lawful subjects of the first kingdom. None can 


be subjects of the second unless born again; and flesh and 


blood cannot inherit the third and altimatekingdom. |. 
Ihave discovered,that the-objections offered against. the 


seriptural design and import of christian immersion, are based 


upon. misapprehension of the nature and privileges of these 


three kingdoms. Under the first there were various ablutions, 


purgations, and sin-offerings, which never perfected the con- 
science; but which, for the time being, served as symbols or 


types.of areal purgation which would be enjoyed under the — 


Reign of Heaven, or second kingdom. These sacrifices did 
not cleanse the worshippers, else, as Paul reasons, the wor- 


shippers, once cleansed, would have no more consciousness 


of sins. Under the christian economy a real remission of sins 
is constantly enjoyed by allthe subjects or citizens, and as 


Paul argues, where remission of sins is enjoyed no more sac- 
-rifice for sin is needed. Now if the Jews by faich foresaw | 


_ through the symbols the shedding of Christ’s blood, the question 


is, Why could they not by faith in his sacrifice enjoy, as well | 
- as we, the remission of sins? The sacrifice of Christ, viewed © 


prospectively, was as efficacious as when viewed retrospec- 


tively to effect the cleansing ofthe conscience. And could they — 


not, through one sacrifice, have more clearly understood the 
design of Christ’e sacrifice, than by so many sacrifices. But 


it is a provision in the constitution of the christian kingdom 


which greatly distinguishes it from the Jewish, ‘‘that the sins 
and iniquities of the citizens shall be remembered no miore.”’ 
No daily, weekly, nor annual remembrances of sins under the 


reign of favor. This, faith in the sacrifice of Christ discovers, — 
and submission to his institution puts us into the actual pos- 
session of that remission which never was enjoyed before.  —_— 
Now, as Paul teaches, under the Constitution of the New © 
Kingdom, remission of sins is a natural ‘birthright. Hence 


every one, SO soon as he enters the second or christian king- 


dom, or is vorn of water and spirit, is pardoned and accept 
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The plain state of the case is this:—The blood of Abraham 
brought a man into the kingdom of law, and gave him an 
inheritance in Canaan. Being born not of blood, but through 
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So that those who are born into.the kingdom of heaven, or 
christian kingdom, have peace with God, and sin cannot lord — 
it over them; for they are not under law, but under favor. 


But many say, ‘‘What will become of our Paidobaptist 


brethren, and millions more, if these things be sot’? This 
‘Stale objection which has been urged against. every reforma- 
.. tion in religion from the days of John Huss down to this 


century. I will, however, answer the interrogatory. They 
cannot .enjoy the blessingsof the second kingdom; in other 


words they cannot have or enjoy. that light, peace, liberty, and 


love, which are the national privileges of all who intelligently 
enter the kingdom of favor. . f | he 
But the objector means, Can they enter into the third king- 


dom, or kingdom of glory? Iam prepared to say that my 
Opinion is, and itis but an opinion, that infants, idiots, and 


some Jews and Pagans may, without either faith or baptism, 


‘be brought into the third kingdom, merely in-consequence of 
the sacrifice of Christ; and 1 doubt not many Paidobaptists 
of all sects will be admitted into: the kingdom. of glory.— 


Indeed all they who obey Jesus Christ, through faith in his 


blood, according to their knowledge, I am of opinion will be 


introduced into that kingdom. But when we talk of the for- 


giveness of sins which comes to christians through immersion, 


we have no regard to any other than the second kingdom, or 
the kingdom of favor. I repeat it again—there are three 


kingdoms; the Kingdomof Law, the Kingdom of Favor, and 


the Kingdom of Glory; each hasa different constitution, differ- 


ent subjects, privileges, and terms of admission. And who 


is so blind, in thechristian kingdom as not to see that more is 


Thecessary to eternal salvation or admission into the everlasting 


kingdom, than either faith, regeneration, or immersion? A 


“man can enter into the second, kingdom by being born of 
water and thespirit;. but he cannot enter into the*third and. 


ultimate kingdom through faith, immersion, or regeneration. 


Hence says the Judge, Come you blessed of my Father, and > 
inherit the kingdom of glory. Because you believed? No. 
Because you were immersed! No. Because you were born. 
_ again by the Holy Spirit? No—but because I know your good 


works, your piety, and humanity. Iwas hungry and you 


water and the Spirit of God, brings a person into the kingdom 


of favor; whiich is righteousness, peace, joy, and a holy spirit, 
with a future inheritance in prospect. But if the justified. 


draw back, or the washed return to the mire, or if faith die and 


. bring forth no fruits—into the kingdom of glory he cannot 
enter. Hence good works through faith, or springing from 
. faith in Jesus, give aright to enter into the holy city—and this. 
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light on the three kingdonss:— 


“4 
is a right springnig from grace or favor:—*Blessed are they 

who keep his’ commandments that they may have arightto 
the tree of life and enter through the gates into the city.”— 
This right, as observed, springs from a constitution of favor. 


And while men are saved by grace, or brought into the second 


kingdom, (for all init are said to be saved in the New Testa- 
ment style) by favor, they cannot enter the heavenly kingdom, 
but by- patient continuance in well doing. So stands the 


- decree of the Lord Almighty as I understand the Oracles. 


-.Those who desire the enjoyment of remission of sins, peace 
with God, and abundance of joy, can obtain them through 
submission to an institution of pure favor, as already defined. 
But when we speak of admission into the everlasting king- 
dom, we must have a due respect to those grand and funda- 
mental principles so clearly propounded in the New Institu- | 
tion.” We must discriminate between the kingdom of favor, 
and the kingdom of glory. 

This“is in anticipation of my essayson the Jewish and 
Christian Dispensations, and Iam compelled to divulge so | 
muchof the views whichI have to lay before my readers 
under more appropriate heads, and as the results of premises 
not yet developed; Isay, lam compelled to cross the Jordan, 


~~ 


~ and to’pulla cluster of the grapes to show those who are halting 


between two opinions, that there is good frait in the land ‘to 
which Linvitethem. The following narrative will shed more 


NARRATIVE OF SIMEON. 


Whilesmusing upon the three kingdoms, I fancied mysel! 
in the kingdom of ‘glory after the final judgment. Amongst 
my companions in that happy kingdom, I was. introduced to 
one Simeon, a Jew, who had- been converted. to christianity 


eight years after the resurrection of Jesus Christ. While 


conversation on the wonders of redemption, Simeon gave us 
the following narrative. ‘*I have been,’’ said he, ‘ta subject — 
of these three kingdoms, and now I discern not only the true — 
nature and design of each, but I am enraptured in contem- 
plating the manifold wisdom developed in their respective 
constitutions. 1 was, when born of the flesh, born a citizen 
of the commonwealth of Israel. I was circumcised and made 
a partaker of all the privileges of the first or preparatory king- 
dom of God. ‘I distinetly remember-all my views and feelings 


under that economy. WhenIwaited at the altar and wor- 


shipped in the sanctuary, my conscience was often troubled, 
and its momentary pacifications were like the occasional © 


- appearances of the sun in a dark and cloudy day. If I felt 


pam at the altar, sosoon as I mingled with my fellow citizens, 
‘contracted pollution, and my sin was ever before me; my 
iniquities took such hold upon me, that, at times,.I could not 
lift up my eyes. Hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, alternated 
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in my bosom. The thunders of Sinai and the flashing ven- 
geance that destroyed ina moment thousands of my nation, 
often occurred to me. I prayed with fear and trembling. =I 
expected a Redeemer, but knew not the nature of his redemp- 


tion. But finally I believed that Jesus of Nazareth was he. 


Tsaw that his institution differed from that of Moses, as the 


sun excelled a star. Ll apprehended the reign of favor, and_ 


gladly became a citizen of the second kingdom. I was_born 


of water and of the Spirit, and obtained a remission of sins, 
| of which Il had never formed an idea under the kingdom or 
law. The sacrifice of Jesus, and the divine testimony or 


assurance which I had from God oar Father, in the proclama- 
tion of mercy, cured my conscience and implanted new life 


within me. I felt myself in anew kingdom, ina kingdom of 
favor. Sindid not now lord over meas before, and my heart 


beat in unison with the favor which superabounded; so that, 
in comparison of the former kingdom, my sun always shone 
in a bright and cloudlesssky. If,in onethought, I felt myself 
seduced from the path of life, with the quickness of the glance 
of the mind,I remembered that Jesus died, and that [ had 
died and beett buried with him in-his. 


- This always cured my conscience and gladdened my heart. 


[ran the race and finished my course. I sleptin Jesus; and 


lo! I awoke at the sound of the trumpet, and all my deeds _ 


came into remembrance, not one of them was. forgotten by 
God. I was found worthy through conformity to that favor 
which brought me into the fold of God, to approach the tree 
of life. Ihave tasted its fruit and feel myself immortal. The 


contrast between the kingdom of law and the kingdom of favor — 


“prepared me to-relishand to enjoy the contrast between the 


_ kingdom of favor and the kingdom of glory. And when I 


tell the wondrous story of nature and grace to those my com- 


S nions who have come from the East and the West, from the | 


orth and the South, without cireumcision or the proclamation 


“of mercy the their devotion in and 


RET 


and from the grave. Each birth brought me into a con-— 


‘genial society. My tellow-citizens always resembied my na- 
tivity. was surrounded once with the children of the flesh, 


then with those born from above, and now with those born < 
from the ashes of the grave.’? While proceeding to narrate 


some things I-never before heard, my transports aroused me, 


“Columbus, 24, 1840. 


Brorwer Scorr Being at. this Wage myself, and 
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city, who is about leaving for home, I thought I would trouble | 


‘seen me at Deerfield in — county, and of being at my 
house there. 


have removed to other parts of the country—so that we now 
~ number but little more than one hundred, of which number 
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you with afew lines. think you will-recollect of having 


Sir, my circumstances are very much changed from what 
they were then, Death has made his first and second visit. I 
may in part adopt the language of Dr. Young, His shaft flew 
twice, and twice my peace was slain—And twice, e’er twice 
yon moon had filled her horn. In April, 1828,my brother, 
Alexander, was summoned away from us, to “That bourne 
from whence no traveller returns,” leaving behind him his 


excellent wife, and. eight children to lament his loss, and last | 


but not least myself also—I lostin him: my best earthly friend. 
except one, and that one; yes, brother Scott, thatone my own 
dear wife, was snatched from me by the same relentless hand, 
on .the 18th day of October, 1839, leaving me too with eight | 
children. But, sir, 1 am notin either case left to mourn as 
those who have no hope; no, they both met death with resig- 
nation, yes, and with more than resignation—with the shout of 
victory when they fell—**Thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 

Our congregation is ‘still travelling onward. Some more 
than those named have been separated from us by death; some 


five of my own children are numbered. 

[ am now sitting at my desk, in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, writing to you while a speech is being made 
by Dr. Bliss, a member from Lorain Co., on the Independent ~~ 
Treasury bill; should mistakes occur;.or inaccurate language 
be used under such circumstances, you will throw the mantle 


of charity over them. I should rejoice to see you, orto have 
aline from yous. While memory retains its empire I shall 


ever remember with joy, and gratitude to my heavenly Father, 


_ for your eminent eervices on the Reserve, and especially in my. 
own town of Deerfield. 


With sentiments of Brotherly love 
Yours in the hope of glory, 
E. B. HUBBARD. 


Elliott’s Cross Roads, Clinton Co., Kentucky. 
Br. Scort: The glorious cause is progressing very well in this 
part of State. We make things shine as we go, we develope, 


- as near as we can, the true order of the church. Since our 


organization we have read the New Testament through in the 
congregation, and commented on most of it. The 1st Lord’s 
day in this month we read the first four chapters of Matthew; — 


~‘wethen divided the number of chapters in the New Testa-_ 


ment by the number of weeks in the ee quotient was 
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(five. Then in order to read the whole Book in the year, we 


must read five chapters each Lord’s day; this we do without 
comment orexplanation. In a word our order, with regard to 
public reading, is, to say on Lord’s day which five chapters — 
shall be read next, then each. member reads that lesson through © 


the week as much as he can, and on Lord’s day it is read 


without comment or question till after the reader shall have 
done reading, then mutual and reciprocal conversation, on 
the contents of that lesson, ensues—from this course we 
derive much information. 
Yesterday we immersed two gentlemen, one a young law- — 
yer, and the other an honest and intelligent mechanic, both 
of good character. The parents.and friends of the lawyer are 
Papists; and,asa matter of course, would not-see him immersed 
though it was done within a few rods of his father’s house. 
That God’s cause may prevail,is the prayer of, I. T. R. 


LUKE VIL. 


_ Go, said the prophet of the Lord, to those 
Who told him of the mighty deeds of him, 
~The fame of whom had gone through Palestine; 
. Go, and enguire of this mysterious one 9 
‘If thou arthe whocomes! Messiah blest! 
~ The king of Israel, David’s royal son! é 
Or must we, anxious; for another look.” 
- Thus said, they eager hasten to the spot; 


And leprosy, as white as snow, are freed; 

The blind receive their siglit, the dead are raised, 
And evil spirits wailing cry aloud, | Sts 
‘sJesus thou art the Son of God, most high!” 
‘‘Torment us not, before the dreaded time!”’ 
And deaf, who never yet heard the sound 

Of music, or of eloquence divine, 
Nor mother’s tender voice, nor father’s tongue, 
Now hear; the lame now leap with ecstacy. 
And tothe poor on earth, a numerous race, 
Glad tidings of a future glorious reign, 

A reign of righteousness, of joy, and peace 
Are now proclaimed; go, said the gifted one, 
‘Tell what you’ve seen and heard, and happy he 
To phomt shall not prove a stumbling blocg. 


Wm. Harris, Richmond, Madison co. Ky. 
J..R. Lameon, Centreville, Wayne co. 
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